The work performed by Wood and Collis-George as reported in the above letter is a welcome contribution to the further development and refinement of the dual-coinciding-beam scanner. An important aspect of this work is the matching of the pairs of amplifiers and pulse height analyzers. Improved electronic equipment will ultimately remove several sources of inaccuracies.
The results of Wood and Collis-George (1980) are of great interest to us. It is indeed reassuring to observe the precision with which their data corroborate the central premise of the composite-beam dual-gamma approach introduced originally by Nofziger and Swartzendruber (1974); namely, that when the low-energy '"Cs intensity is plotted against the high-energy "'Cs intensity, the resulting function is independent of the material in the beam. Inspection of Wood and Collis-George's (1980) Fig. 1 shows conclusively that all of the experimental points for the five materials (water, brass, aluminum, soil, and perspex) do indeed fall very closely on the same curve.
As regards the shape of the curve, the data points in the figure of Wood and Collis-George (1980) do conform to a very precise linearity, a behavior they attribute to three experimental refinements, two of which (no. 1 and 3) do not differ materially from the procedures of Nofziger and Swartzendruber (1974) . We would emphasize that the curvature in Fig. 2 of Nofziger and Swartzendruber is very slight, even though a cubic equation was fitted. Furthermore, the range in Wood and Collis-George's high-energy 137 Cs intensity is relatively narrow (4,000 to 7,500 counts/sec, their Fig. 1 ), being only one-third the range (2,700 to 13,900 counts/sec) covered in Fig. 2 of Nofziger and Swartzendruber. It can thus be asked whether this relatively narrow range in Wood and Collis-George's high-energy 137 Cs intensities is simply too small to reveal the slight curvature that would be detectable in a larger range of data. This question has prompted us to return to the original data of Nofziger and Swartzendruber and consider only those values in the same narrow range (4,000 to 7,500 counts/sec) as Wood and Collis-George. The results are shown in Fig. 1 , and indeed there is no evidence of any downward curvature, in data for glass, brass, water, and wet and dry Salkum silty clay loam, Russell silt loam, and granular quartz.
An unweighted linear regression line was fitted to all of these narrow-range data points, of which there were 462. Obviously, not all could be plotted in Fig. 1 without excessive crowding. Included in the figure, however, are the 30 most divergent points out of the total of 462, in the sense of the two most divergent points (percentagewise, positive and negative) for each of the 15 data sets taken, there being 3 sets each for glass, brass, and water, and one set each for wet and dry Salkum soil. Russell soil, and granular quartz. Let the observed count intensity in the low-energy 137 Cs band be called e (""Am source absent), while the observed count intensity in the high-energy
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Cs band is i c . The fitted linear regression equation (Fig. 1) Cs INTENSITY ic (counts/sec) Fig. l^^Cs intensity e in the low-energy band (35-85 keV) plotted against observed "'Cs intensity in the high-energy band (above 550 keV).
